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Song after song was put on the market Records were sold ex
tensively, testifying to the popular appeal Phrases and melodies
from these still remain on the lips of the Japanese people The song

In the Trenches Before Miaohungchen    is still sung by many

Home the Centre of Patriotism*

To one who would seek to understand modern Japan as it is today,
signs of advancing progress and thorough adoption of the trappings
of a mechanical civilization would easily create confu ion There
seems to be no question that there is today a silent struggle between
the ancient and the modern, between the native and the foreign,
between tradition and the increasing demand for new things The
ability of Japanese so far to maintain their own culture in the face
of advancing modernity reveals the native strength and characteristic
individuality of the race, whose unassailed bulwark is the Japanese
home

While the Japanese have adopted all sorts of up to date convem
encesj they have kept the home least affected by foreign influences
You go to any home in Japan today, be it the mansion of the most
powerful industrial giant or the humble home of the simplest wage
earner, and you will see all the old traditions and native customs
conserved intact    The distinctive personal courtesy, the admirable
simplicity, the plain furnishings and decorations, the quiet and un
ostentatious arrangements, the almost sacred atmosphere are all pre
served in the home    And home training takes care that these dis
tinguishing characteristics, that have enabled the people to keep their
individuality, become part of the Me of the youth from an early age

Advanced as Japan is today in almost every phase of life, its people
still conserve the same simplicity of tastes and modesty of ways that
have characterized them since time immemorial These are visible
not only among the people, but in every institution and in both

*t a Glance